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Revised joint proposal :

• Recommend actions to help caribou herds get bigger
• Support traditional relationship between Tåîchô and Caribou

• Respect objectives of Tåîchô Agreement

Management Actions

Bathurst Herd Total Herd Harvest ~ 300 Caribou (≥ 80% Bulls)

(Half of Total Harvest for Wek’eezhii)

Close Resident/Commercial/Outfitter Harvest

Increase Wolf Harvest

Monitoring Part of Adaptive Management Cycle

Recognize People/Caribou Relationship

Re-build Respect for Caribou
Increase Tåîchô capacity and involvement 
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Management Actions continued

Bluenose-East  Herd - Precautionary Interim Approach:

Close Resident/Commercial/Outfitter Harvest

Assume Annual Decline Continued

Review 4% Harvest (≥ 80% Bulls) after 2010 surveys

Ahiak/Beverly Herds  - Precautionary Approach:

Support BQCMB efforts to limit harvest, target bulls

No increased (displaced) harvest from NWT hunters

All Herds: Develop Long-Term Management Plans



Predator Management
Wolves main natural predator on caribou

 Target: increased wolf kill from 40 to 80-100 in N. Slave 
region

 Increased subsidies to hunters and trappers for wolf 
pelts and carcasses

 Increased access to target areas

 Trapper training



Estimated Annual Harvest Estimated Annual Harvest

(1990s) (late 2000s)

__________________________________________________________________________________

Residents 900-1600 (bulls & cows) <200 Bulls

Outfitters 300-700 Bulls 600-400-200 Bulls

Aboriginal Hunters 8,000-20,000 (53% Cows) 3000-5000 Cows, 1000-2000 Bulls

(Tåîchô Harvest Study) (Check-Stations, Interviews)

Totals 9,200-22,300 4,000-7,000

__________________________________________________________________________________

Herd Size (1996) 350,000 (2009) 32,000

Harvest as % of herd

___________________________________________________________________________
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Hunter Harvest – Bathurst Herd

Bathurst Harvest Major Factor in Rapid Decline

(1996) 2-4% of herd size (2009) 13-22% of herd size



Aboriginal Harvest: Bathurst Herd

 Harvest of 300 Bathurst Caribou to be shared inside 
and outside Wek’eezhii

(All hunters, all regions)

 Achieved through use of Tåîchô Rules and 
harmonization of laws with ENR

 Revival of Cultural Hunts



Options for Self Regulation
 Winter Road Corridor
 Hunt by traditional methods
 Canoe Hunts
 Transport caribou by skidoo

 Tags vs. No Tags
 Winter road check stations
 Community Allocation of Tags
 Increase use of other traditional foods
 Increase access to wood bison



Aboriginal Harvest: Bluenose-East herd

 Behchokö , Gamètì and Whatì: hunted mostly from this herd in 
recent years

 09/10 total harvest 3500, >60% cows – need to reduce

 Possible interim harvest: aim at 4% with majority bulls

 2006 Sahtu Board recommendation – 4%

 Would have to be shared with Sahtu, Dehcho, Nunavut

 Will be re-visited after 2010 surveys



Adaptive Co-Management
Through Partnership - Listening and Respecting the Past, 

Utilizing Knowledge and Scientific data of the 
Present…

For the Sustainable Future of 
the Bathurst Herd and 

all those who depend upon it



Habitat Management for Caribou

• Mining and Development
• Protection of Calving Grounds
• Fire Management on Winter Range



Long Term Planning for Caribou

 Proposal is mostly for short-term (2 years)

 Need long-term planning for all 3 herds:

Bathurst, Bluenose-East, Ahiak

Will be longer-term processes

 Harvest management part of larger plans

Multiple partners/jurisdictions for each herd



Caribou Forever
Our Heritage, Our Responsibility


























